COMPETITIVE ANALYSIS

VOCABULARY APPS



INTRODUCTION

ANALYSIS OF THREE COMPETITOR VOCABULARY APPS

» The following 3 different mobile vocabulary apps were analyzed with regards to
the user experience:

» Vocabulary - Learn New Words
» Vocabulary Builder
» Word of the Day - Vocabulary Builder

» Each application claimed to assist its users with learning new words and
increasing one’s vocabulary. This analysis considers how the users’ experience
with each app affects that outcome.



NEW WORDS

VOCABULARY - LEARN



Expand your
VOCABULARY

Making a habit of learning new
words will go a long way towards
becoming more articulate and
increasing your brain capacity.

Get started
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salubrious (n.)
something that is
beneficial to your mind

Learn words with daily reminders.
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ASSIDUOUS
(adj.) hard-working, diligent

(The construction workers erected
the skyscraper during two years of
assiduous labor.)
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Vocabulary
solipsistic
(adj.) believing that oneself is all that exists

(Colette's solipsistic attitude completely ignored the
plight of the homeless people on the street.)

CLEAR ALL
3 days FREE trial!

Words you didn't know Unlock this theme
Expanded library of categories

Original themes, customizable LCUANCIEL

No ads, no watermarks

Only 1.91$ €/month, billed annually

Try Premium free.
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APP 1: VOCABULARY - LEARN NEW WORDS

SUMMARY

The overall interface is simple and effective. The app is generally easy to use.
Simply swiping up/down moves to additional vocabulary words in a seemingly
infinite scroll. The “listen” feature is good to help users understand the
pronunciation and both sharing or saving favorite words is simple. However, the
truly free version of the app is quite limited. Requiring users to sign up with a
credit card for the “3 day free” version is a barrier. The reminder function
interrupts the user randomly throughout the day and not necessarily when the

user is free to study. Additionally, the reminders do not account for the words
you've already done that same day.



APP 1: VOCABULARY - LEARN NEW WORDS

SUGGESTIONS

The app is very close to being a great app, but the truly free release is a
frustrating experience. The following suggestions are worth consideration:

» Allow for a fuller free/test experience without having to provide a credit card
» Rethink or eliminate the reminder function

» Do the themes really add value to the user or are they simply for aesthetics?
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APP 2: VOCABULARY BUILDER

PROS

» Quick to use; no onboarding

» Easy to use: clear menu at top,
simple scroll to find additional words

» Simple concept: learn 1 new word
per day

» Fun quizzes with ability to review
mistakes

» Customizable user experience within
settings: change appearance as well
as quiz difficulty

» Search function. Look up difficult
words even if they are many years
back in the chronological list

» Works offline
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Vocabulary Builder Q
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Today's Word!
Feud O 0 Y

i. (verb) be engaged in a prolonged and
bitter quarrel or dispute

There is a long standing feud between mine
and my cousin's families, which is why neither
of us will attend the other family's weddings.
24 Nov, 2020

Baronial O 0O Y%

i. (adjective) very large, grand, and
impressive

He found occasional work as a writer and
translator, living in a modest flat far from the
baronial splendour of his childhood.

ii. (adjective) belonging or relating to a
baron

The baronial clashes of the Middle Ages.
23 Nov, 2020
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Obstreperous

Main interface
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Vocabulary Builder

Timer: 2:22 Score: 0 Ques: 1/15

Felicitous

LASTING FOR A VERY SHORT TIME

(ADJECTIVE) WELL CHOSEN OR SUITED TO THE
CIRCUMSTANCES

(NOUN) THE INTERACTION OR COOPERATION OF TWO

OR MORE ORGANIZATIONS, SUBSTANCES, OR OTHER

AGENTS TO PRODUCE A COMBINED EFFECT GREATER
THAN THE SUM OF THEIR SEPARATE EFFECTS

(VERB) BE GREATER IN NUMBER, INFLUENCE, OR
IMPORTANCE

Quiz

o M & 4~ @ 1357
General
Auto Fetch

Automatically get available words

Fetch Time
Currently fetching day's word at 12 AM

Theme
Dark

Quiz

Question Source
All words

Number Of Questions
15

Time Per Question
10 secs

Tick Sound
Play sound at every second of timer

Ancwiar CAaiinAd

Settings



APP 2: VOCABULARY BUILDER

CONS

» App scrolls back to
June 2016, perhaps the
launch date, so the app

is limited to roughly
1500 words

» With no onboarding
there is a missed
opportunity to
introduce the app’s
features and benetfits.



APP 2: VOCABULARY BUILDER

SUMMARY

The app is very simple and easy to use. There are not a lot of extra features, but it
allows the user to focus on learning new words. The quizzes test a user’s retention

and add a fun element to the learning. Difficult words can be “starred” and
studied separately or quizzed separately.



APP 2: VOCABULARY BUILDER

SUGGESTIONS

The app’s simplicity makes it very easy to use, however the following suggestions
are worth consideration:

» Add a brief onboarding experience to highlight the app’s benefits

» Add a larger lexicon of words

» Would a share button add value to the user or is the copy function sufficient?
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WORD OF APP 3

THE DAY

VOCABULARY BUILDER

WORD OF THE DAY -



APP 3: WORD OF THE DAY - VOCABULARY BUILDER

PROS

4

Seemingly infinite scroll of
new words

Definitions are clear and
source is sited (e.g. Oxford
English Dictionary)

"Read more” links out to the
definition source page, for
users wanting a more In-
depth knowledge of the word

Allows a vocabulary widget
to be added to the users
home screen
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PLAY FAVORITES

OED Word of the Day: ambigu, n. A meal
or banquet at which many different
dishes are served together; spec. one

at which different courses are served
simultaneously

Epilation Laser sous supervision ...
CLINIK.CH

Wilder than dreams
MARIONNAUD.CH

Learn More Book Now

Main interface Definition

We use cookies to enhance your experience on our website. Continue
By clicking ‘continue’ or by continuing to use our website, you  Find out
are agreeing to our use of cookies. You can change your more

cookie settings at any time.

ABOUT COMMUNITY BLOG

O E Oxford English Dictiona
The definitive record of the English langu

ambigu, n.

View as: Outline | Full entry Quot

Pronunciation: Brit. (3)/'ambzg(j)u:/, £23)/'ombig(j)u:
U.S. [ 2)/eemba gu/, {.2)/amba gu/

Forms: 16-17 ambigue, 16— ambigu.

Frequency (in current use): eee

Origin: A borrowing from French. Etymon: Frenc

Etymology: < French ambigu... (Show More)

A meal or banquet at which many diffe
are served together; spec. one at which d

Definition source
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INSTALL NOW

FREE - OVER 3 MILLION PLAYERS
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PLAY FAVORITES

23 Nov 2020
Highest Score : 100/100

View
Answers

Total Participants :

22 Nov 2020
Highest Score : 100/100

View
Answers

Total Participants :

21 Nov 2020
Highest Score : 100/100

View
Answers

Total Participants :

20 Nov 2020
Highest Score : 100/100

View
Answers

Total Participants :

Verschenken Sie den ikonischen Duft von

MUGLER - Angel Eau de Parfum §§ Learn More
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FAVORITES

Test your English language
vocabulary. Learn new words
and practice the ones you
already know.

PRACTICE NOW

Today's Quiz

24 Nov 2020

TAKE THE QUIZ

*All dates as per Indian Standard Time (GMT +05:30). New
quiz uploaded everyday at midnight IST.

PREVIOUS QUIZZES

23 Nov 2020

Verschenken Sie den ikonischen Duft von
MUGLER - Angel Eau de Parfum §§ Learn More




APP 3: WORD OF THE DAY - VOCABULARY BUILDER

SUMMARY

The free version of the app is burdened with so many ads that it feels almost
unusable. Furthermore, the user’s journey through the app is not always clear. In
particular, the “Play” menu directs to the middle of the “Play” page, requiring
users to scroll up betfore taking the quiz or practicing.



APP 3: WORD OF THE DAY - VOCABULARY BUILDER

SUGGESTIONS

This app needs significant work to become more user friendly:

» Reduce the amount of interruptive ads

» The “Play” menu should open at the top of the page, not the middle.
» Rename “Play” on the menu. “Quiz” might be more appropriate.

» Have the practice quiz relate to the words on the actual quiz

» Provide settings for the quiz. Allow users to choose which words they want to
be quizzed on (e.g. their favorites).



